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GLOSSARY
Affordable Housing
Affordable housing is generally defined as housing 
on which the occupant is paying no more than 30 
percent of gross income for housing costs, including 
utilities. 
Source: www.hud.gov

Attainable Housing
Housing that is market-rate (i.e. not publicly-
subsidized) and that is priced so that the average 
household is not spending more than 30 percent of 
their gross income on housing costs.
Source: Elevate Las Cruces

Complete Street
A transportation policy and design approach that 
requires streets to be planned, designed, operated 
and maintained to enable safe, convenient and 
comfortable travel and access for users of all ages and 
abilities regardless of their mode of transportation.
Source: Smart Growth America 

Design Charrette
An intensive, hands-on workshop that brings people 
from different disciplines and backgrounds together 
with members of the community to explore design 
options for a particular area.
Source: Involve.org

Form-Based Code
A means of regulating land development to achieve 
a specific urban form. Form-Based Codes foster 
predictable built results and a high-quality public 
realm by using physical form as the organizing 
principle, with a lesser focus on land use, through 
municipal regulations.
Source: Form-Based Codes Institute

Green Infrastructure
A cost-effective, resilient approach to managing wet 
weather impacts that provides many community 
benefits. Green infrastructure uses vegetation, soils, 
and other elements and practices to restore some of 
the natural processes required to manage water and 
create healthier urban environments. 
Source: EPA

Hospital Oriented Development
Framework for development where the hospital 
is no longer a standalone use, but rather physically 
integrated into the community fabric as a social 
and economic anchor institution for the broader 
community. In order to be effective, HOD must have 
a compact walkable form and a mix of diverse uses.

Low Impact Development
An innovative stormwater management approach 
with a basic principle that is modeled after nature: 
manage rainfall at the source using uniformly 
distributed decentralized micro-scale controls. LID’s 
goal is to mimic a site’s predevelopment hydrology 
by using design techniques that infiltrate, filter, store, 
evaporate, and detain runoff close to its source.
Source: Low Impact Development Center, Inc. 

Micromobility
Any small, human or electric-powered transportation 
solution such as bikes, e-bikes, scooters, e-scooters 
or any other small, lightweight vehicle that is being 
used as a shared resource between multiple users.
Source: Institute for Transportation & Development

Missing Middle Housing
A range of multi-unit or clustered housing types 
compatible in scale with single-family homes that 
help meet the growing demand for walkable urban 
living. These types provide diverse housing options 

along a spectrum of affordability, including duplexes, 
fourplexes, and bungalow courts, to support 
walkable communities, locally-serving retail, and 
public transportation options.
Source: Congress for New Urbanism

Shared Street
An integrated space used to better balance the needs 
of pedestrians, bicyclists, and low-speed motor 
vehicles.
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A VISION FOR EAST LOHMAN
The East Lohman development area is a quickly 
developing corridor in one of the easternmost parts 
of the city of Las Cruces.  The land is adjacent to the 
MountainView Regional Medical Center campus, 
as well as the Sonoma Ranch communities. It has 
extensive 360-degree views of the surrounding 
Robledo and Organ Mountains and is a beautiful 
example of the Chihuahuan Desert lands surrounding 
the city.  It is also in one of the most rapidly 
developing parts of Las Cruces, predominated by 
typical suburban stores including restaurants, offices 
and retail spaces.  East Lohman Avenue itself was 
designed to move vehicular traffic efficiently and 
quickly but, because of this development pattern, 
less attention was paid to the needs of pedestrians 
and bicyclists.
  
Realizing the need to plan the land in a more holistic 
and all-inclusive way, through this Development 
Plan the City is taking a different viewpoint 
towards land development; it is master planning 
the area for a more mixed-use, mixed-income and 
mobility-minded neighborhood that builds value 
and respects the environment.  While fostering 
the existing local infrastructure of the healthcare 
sector and residential communities, as well as the 
vicinity’s budding recreational amenities, the East 
Lohman Development Plan seeks to build a place, 
not just a subdivision. Through the Plan, Las Cruces 
also establishes a framework for a mixed-mobility 
pedestrian and bicycle friendly corridor as opposed 
to the fast-speed, wide street that East Lohman 
Avenue has become.  

This document is intended to be a neighborhood 
planning framework that lays the groundwork for 
investment in the community and sets the standard 
for higher level development in the area. This Plan 
translates the vision of hundreds of nearby residents 
and city stakeholders into a land plan that includes 
ideas and strategies for how to bring this vision for 
the area to life. This vision can be summarized by the 
following goals:

• Build upon existing medical uses.
• Provide a mix of housing types.
• Integrate with existing terrain, arroyos, 

vegetation, trails and walking paths.
• Build healthy, sustainable buildings and 

infrastructure.
• Become a mixed-use neighborhood center 

serving area residents and regional medical 
needs.

The Plan can be divided into two major sections. The 
first half, which includes chapters one through six, 
describes the process and activities that contributed 
to shaping the recommended illustrative site plan, 
design ideas and development direction. 

The second section includes details about the 
recommended illustrative plan, as well as an outline 
of implementation steps needed to realize this plan. 
The final chapter provides recommendations for 
both City staff and private developers, with each 
recommendation including a description, parties 
responsible for implementation, resources and tools, 
and how the recommendation fulfills a Plan priority 
or aligns with Elevate Las Cruces. Overall, this Plan 
provides a roadmap for the City of Las Cruces, helping 
decision-makers to visualize a preferred future 
scenario for the site and take the steps to achieve it.
 
These recommendations have been organized into 
Strategic Investments, Marketing and Branding, and 
general Development and Governance. Together, 
they provide a clear path forward to seeing the vision 
for East Lohman become a reality and an asset to the 
City of Las Cruces.

“...it is master planning the area for a 
mixed-use, mixed-income and mobility-
minded neighborhood that builds value 

and respects the environment.”



Figure 1.  Illustrative Plan for East Lohman Development 
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